
 

MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION 

Volunteer Chief Brian Yankey Firefighter Kevin Goforth 

Lieutenant Jeremy Wade Firefighter Timothy Richards 

Firefighter Matthew Miller Lieutenant James Davis 

Firefighter Kelly Lemmons Firefighter/Technician Daniel Yaider 

Lieutenant Joshua Laird Firefighter Daniel Minnick 

Firefighter Charles Burleson Carroll Co. Firefighter Edward Godwin 

Firefighter Chad Johns Carroll Co. Firefighter Joshua Zimmerman 

Firefighter Jeremy McNear Carroll Co. Firefighter Ron Shipley 

Volunteer Sergeant Gregory Lawson Firefighter Christopher Dunn 

Firefighter Bruce Johnson Lieutenant Michael Cole 

 
 

 

On November 19, 2011, at 1407 hours, fire and rescue units were dispatched for a 

house fire with entrapment on Old Bartholows Road in Mt. Airy.  Units were 

advised enroute that the caller had purposely set the fire and had situated herself 

in an attic space.  The caller stated that she did not wish to exit the structure. 

 

Engine Tanker 254 arrived on the scene with a crew of three personnel:  

Lieutenant Jeremy Wade, Firefighter Matthew Miller and Firefighter Kelly 

Lemmons.  Lieutenant Wade observed fire coming from an addition on the Charlie 

side of a two-story balloon frame house.  Firefighter Lemmons stretched a pre-

connected hose line to the door on the Alpha side of the building, but found the 

main door blocked.  Redirecting the hose line to the door on the Charlie side of the 

house, they made a rapid attack on the fire and initiated a search for the trapped 

occupant, but extreme storage conditions within the home hampered their efforts. 

 

Rescue Engine 153 arrived on the scene with a crew of four personnel:  Lieutenant 

Joshua Laird, Firefighter Charles Burleson, Firefighter Chad Johns and Firefighter 

Jeremy McNear.  While the apparatus operator worked to establish a water supply 

for Engine Tanker 254, Lt. Laird, & Firefighters Johns, and McNear joined the 

search efforts. 

 

Brian Yankey, Chief 15 of New Market Volunteer Fire Department, arrived on the 

scene and established “Command.” 

 

Rescue Engine 153’s crew met Engine Tanker 254’s crew on the first floor of the 

home.  The storage conditions and thick smoke, though, slowed the search effort, 



and Lieutenants Wade and Laird made the decision to reroute Rescue Engine 153’s 

crew to the second floor via a ladder. 

 

Engine 152 then arrived on the scene – understaffed – with two personnel, 

Sergeant Gregory Lawson and Firefighter Bruce Johnson.  Sergeant Lawson was 

tasked with joining Rescue Engine 153 to assist with the search.  Through a ladder 

to a second-floor window, Lt. Laird, and Firefighters Johns, McNear & Sgt. 

Lawson entered the second floor.  As they began searching, the combined crew of 

Rescue Engines 153 and 152 encountered storage conditions comparable to that on 

the first floor of the home. 

 

While Rescue Engines 153 and 152 were entering the second floor on the Charlie 

side of the home, Engine Tanker 254’s crew located the interior stairs and moved 

to the second floor.  Lieutenant Wade then spotted a homemade ladder leading to 

the attic.  An arm sweep through the attic opening located the trapped woman.   

 

The crews of Rescue Engines 153 and 152 arrived at the attic ladder to assist with 

the rescue, and Lieutenant Wade and Firefighter Lemmons passed the victim off to 

Lieutenant Laird, and Firefighter Johns.  Because their breathing apparatus was 

signaling they were out of air, Lieutenant Wade and Firefighter Lemmons exited 

through a window onto the porch roof on the Alpha side of the home. 

 

Arriving on the scene in Tower 23, Lieutenant James Davis, Technician Daniel 

Yaider and Firefighter Daniel Minnick began placing additional ladders to the 

second floor of the house in order to assist with the rescue. 

 

Firefighters Kevin Goforth and Timothy Richards, responding in Ambulance 259, 

also arrived on the scene and worked to extinguish the remaining fire in the 

addition on the Charlie side of the home. 

 

Lieutenant Laird, Firefighter Johns, Firefighter McNear and Sergeant Lawson 

then moved the woman to the window through which Engine Tanker 254’s crew 

had exited, and passed her on to Lieutenant Wade and Firefighter Lemmons 

waiting on the porch roof.  Lieutenant Wade and Firefighter Lemmons then moved 

the woman to a ladder and passed her on to the crew of Tower 23.  Lieutenant 

Davis then carried her down the ladder with assistance from Firefighters Yaider 

and Minnick. 

 



While the rescue was taking place, Carroll County Medic 17 arrived with a crew of 

three personnel, Firefighters Eddie Godwin, Josh Zimmerman, and Ron Shipley.  

Adhering to Chief Yankey’s orders, they established an aide station on the Delta 

side of the house.  The rescued woman was transferred to Medic 17’s crew where 

she was found to be unconscious, unresponsive, and breathing with inadequate 

effort.  An oral adjunct was applied and ventilations were started with a Bag Valve 

Mask. 

 

Medic 23 - Firefighter Christopher Dunn, and EMS 901 - Lieutenant Michael Cole 

arrived on the scene and assisted Medic 17 with patient care.  A more 

comprehensive assessment of the woman found no obvious injuries or burns, but 

did find significant quantities of black soot around her mouth and nose.  Medic 17 

established an IV while Firefighter Dunn performed an orotracheal intubation.  

Firefighter Dunn noted significant quantities of black soot and swelling in the 

upper airway.  The woman was transferred to a long spine board and prepared for 

the Maryland State Police Med-Evac.  The woman began to gag on the intubation 

tube, and Lieutenant Cole sedated the patient utilizing Rapid Sequence Intubation 

medications.  Maryland State Police Med-Evac Trooper 3 then arrived on scene, 

and the patient was carried to the helicopter where care was transferred to the 

flight medic.  The woman was flown to the R. Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center 

in Baltimore, Maryland, where she made a full recovery. 

 

The outstanding efforts and actions of the personnel responding to this incident 

were instrumental in bringing about the ultimate positive outcome.  For their 

respective roles in the search, rescue and emergency medical care, these crews are 

being recognized today with a Unit Citation.  

 

Congratulations to all! 


